
The Divine Liturgy (continued) 
 

Proskomedia and the Divine Liturgy according to Saint John Chrysostom with comments and explanations. 
 

The Great Entrance 
 

The faithful stand during this time with bowed heads and pray that the Lord remember them and all 

those close to them in His Kingdom. After the priest says the words " and all of you Orthodox Christians, 

may the Lord God remember in His Kingdom ," the people reply softly, "And may the Lord God remember 

thy priesthood in His Kingdom, always, now and ever and unto the ages of ages."  
 

The Great Entry symbolizes the solemn passing of Jesus Christ to His voluntary suffering and death by 

crucifixion. The priest places the holy chalice and the bread representing the Body of Christ on the Holy 

Table as if in the grave. Commemorating these events, the priest prays: "The noble Joseph, having taken 

down Thine immaculate Body from the tree, wrapped It in pure linen and anointed It with spices, and laid It in a 

new tomb. In the tomb with the body and in hell with the soul, in paradise with the thief and on the throne with the 

Father and the Spirit, wast Thou, Who fillest all things, O uncircumscribed Christ. More life-giving, and more 

beautiful than paradise, and truly more radiant than any royal chamber is Thy tomb, O Christ, the fountain of our 

resurrection."  
 

Following the Great Entry is the preparation of the faithful so that they may be worthy to be present 

during the sacrifice of the Gifts that have been prepared. This preparation begins with the Litany of 

Supplication:  
 

At the same time the priest prays privately: "O Lord God Almighty, Who alone art holy, Who accepts the 

sacrifice of praise from those that call upon Thee with their whole heart. Accept also the supplication of us sinners, 

and bear it to Thy holy altar, enabling us to offer unto Thee gifts and spiritual sacrifices for our sins and for the 

errors of the people. Make us worthy to find grace in Thy sight, that our sacrifice may be acceptable unto Thee, and 

that the good Spirit of Thy grace may rest upon us and upon these Gifts here offered, and upon all Thy people."  
 

In order to be present worthily at the celebration of the Holy Mysteries, the following are absolutely 

required: peace of soul, mutual love, and the Orthodox (true) Faith, which unites all believers. After the 

Litany of Supplication, the priest blesses the people, saying:  

Priest: Peace be to all!  Choir: And to your spirit. Deacon: Let us love one another, that with one 

mind we may confess.  

At this time the curtain behind the Royal Doors is opened and the celebrant lifts the aer from the precious 

Gifts, and gently waves it over them in expectation of the descent of the Holy Spirit.  
 

"The doors! The doors!" in ancient times reminded the doorkeepers to watch carefully at the doors of the 

church, that none of the catechumens or unbelievers enter. These words remind the faithful to close the 

doors of their souls against the assault of thoughts. The "doors" also reminds us that from this point until 

the end of the Liturgy no one is to leave the church. The Fathers condemned the transgression of this 

requirement, writing in the ninth Apostolic Canon, "All faithful who leave the church ... and do not 

remain at prayer until the end, introduce disorder into the church, should be separated from the church 

community."   

To be continued 
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SUNDAY, JULY 26, 2026 
 

8th Sunday After Pentecost / The Holy Fathers of the First Six Ecumenical Councils 
 The name Gabriel comes from the Hebrew meaning "Man of God." It has alternately 

been translated "God is mighty" or "the strength/power of God."  
 

Gabriel and Michael are the archangels who figure most prominently in the Bible In the 

Old Testament, he is mentioned by name in two visions of the Prophet Daniel. Here he 

explains to Daniel the future of Israel. Holy Tradition also credits Gabriel with inspiring 

the Prophet Moses to write either Genesis or the entire Pentateuch. Later Jewish 

Rabbinical literature states that he was the angel who taught Joseph the 70 languages 

needed to rule in Egypt, but this is not in the Genesis account.  
 

The reason why Gabriel is most celebrated is his role in the Annunciation and other 

events in New Testament times attributed to him by Tradition (although his name may 

not be mentioned explicitly in the text). Starting in Luke 1, Gabriel first appears to Zachariah, the father of John 

the Baptist. Zachariah initially refuses to believe that his barren wife, Elizabeth, and he will have a child in their 

old age. This is the moment in which Gabriel says, "I am Gabriel. I stand before God, and I have been sent to 

speak to you and to tell you this this good news" (Luke 1:19)1. He then strikes Zachariah mute until the birth of his 

son because of his disbelief.  
 

Often Gabriel is also recognized as the angel who announced the birth of the Theotokos to her parents Joachim and 

Anna and who came to Joseph the Betrothed in a dream, telling him that Mary's pregnancy was indeed miraculous 

and that he should protect and care for her. He then appeared to the shepherds near Bethlehem, telling them of the 

Nativity. Thus he was the key figure in revealing to humanity the Incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also 

announce the Second Coming of the Lord by blowing a trumpet.  
 

Finally, Gabriel was present during the Passion and Resurrection of the Lord. He is identified as the mysterious 

"young man, wearing nothing but a linen garment ... following Jesus" who fled naked after he was seized during 

Christ's arrest in Gethsemene (Mark 14:51-2)1. Most importantly, it was Gabriel who announced Christ's 

Resurrection to the Myrrh-bearing Women outside the tomb.  
 

Gabriel in Iconography 
 

Because the Angels are incorporeal beings, though they nevertheless take on human form when appearing to 

mankind, it can be difficult to differentiate one from another in icons.  
 

However, Gabriel is usually portrayed with certain distinguishing characteristics. He typically wears blue or white 

garments; he holds either a lily (representing the Theotokos), a trumpet, a shining lantern, a branch from Paradise 

presented to him by the Theotokos, or a spear in his right hand and often a mirror—made of jasper and with a Χ 

(the first letter of Christ (Χριστος) in Greek)—in his left hand.  
 

He should not be confused with the Archangel Michael, who carries a sword, shield, date-tree branch, and in the 

other hand a spear, white banner (possibly with scarlet cross) and tends to wear red. Michael's specific mission is 

to suppress enemies of the true Church (hence the military theme), while Gabriel's is to announce mankind's 

salvation.  
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Remember in Prayer 
 

Lyuba, Cecilia, Lottie, Evalyn, Christine, Avery, Larissa, Nicholas, Pauline, Mark, Terri, Anna Marie, Makayla, 

Lisa, Natalia, Michael, Tatiana, Mia, Steven, Veronica, James, Mary Ann, Jennifer, Cindy, Bill, Steve, Andrew, 

Drake, Maryanne, David, Damian, Hanah 
 

O Lord, Jesus Christ, the physician of souls & bodies, look down on your suffering servants, relieve them of their 

pain &suffering in order that they may be able to arise from their sick-bed and glorify your Holy Name. Amen!” 

 

   

 

 
 

Kate is a long time renter of our parish house 
 

 

 

  

A Note for Summer Travel 
 

When we travel, whenever we go, we must take our 

faith with us, for as it says in the Psalms, "God is with 

us!" Keeping that in mind, remember when traveling 

over the weekends to plan ahead and check for the 

location of the nearest Orthodox Christian Church. 

Resources to find an Orthodox parish around the US: 

www.assemblyofbishops.org/directories/parishes/ or 

www.OrthodoxyInAmerica.org. 

Remember, "God is with us" always. 

BIRTHDAYS 

 

7/26 Lotte Shyjan 

7/29 Jason Potuizko and  

Jerry Burgan 

7/30 Missy Sheptak 

7/31 Stephan Perdziola 

July Panahida 

Metro Haritan Sr       7/1/96 

Olga Stock                  7/1/99 

Josephine Yawney     7/3/65 

Olga Marenec             7/4/00 

John Haluszczak        7/9/96 

Bill Peters                   7/10/18 

Joseph Buggan          7/11/96 

Catherine Buggan      7/11/97 

John Shabatura           7/14/08 

Walter Zebel               7/15/13 

Pani Vera Yaworskij  7/16/91 

Anastasia Smolyn      7/19/00 

Michael Piso               7/21/10 

Nichola Miteff            7/24/14 

 


